
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December 6, 2012 
 
Chairman Darrell Issa 
U.S. House Committee on Oversight 
   and Government Reform 
2157 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
FAX: 202-225-3974 
 
Dear Chairman Issa and Members of the House Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform: 
 
The co-founders of the nonprofit charity, the National Vaccine Information Center 
(NVIC.org), formerly Dissatisfied Parents Together (DPT), worked with Congress 
on the National Childhood Vaccine Injury Act of 1986 and were responsible for 
securing the informing, recording and reporting vaccine safety provisions in that 
historic law. 1 NVIC also initiated and led the 14-year consumer advocacy effort 
to obtain, in 1996, a less reactive DTaP vaccine for American babies 2 and 
supported the 1999 replacement of the live oral polio vaccine, which can cause 
vaccine strain polio infection, with the inactivated polio vaccine, which does not. 3 
4  
Since 1982, NVIC has been dedicated to preventing vaccine injuries and deaths 
through public education and defending the ethical principle of informed consent 
to medical risk-taking. 5 Although NVIC is not an autism organization, among our 
45,000 active donor supporters are thousands of families, whose previously 
healthy children received one or more vaccinations and regressed into chronic 
poor health manifested by brain and immune dysfunction, including a 
constellation of clinical symptoms eventually diagnosed by pediatricians as 
“autism.”  
 
We congratulate the Committee on holding a public hearing to examine the 
potential causes for and federal responses to huge increases in the numbers of 
children being diagnosed with autism spectrum disorder. Thank you for not 
excluding examination of the potential multiple biological mechanisms and 
individual biological high risk factors related to vaccination. 6  
 
 
 



 
 
Autism, which now affects at a minimum 1 child in 88 in America, is not the only 
adverse health outcome involving brain and immune dysfunction that has been 
increasing among children during the past three decades. Since 1982, NVIC has 
received reports from parents that their healthy, normally developing children 
were given one or more vaccines and then experienced an allergic reaction or 
symptoms of brain inflammation and encephalopathy 7 8 followed by a diagnosis 
of multiple learning disabilities, ADHD or ADD, uncontrolled seizure disorders, 
inflammatory bowel disease, asthma, severe food allergies, mental retardation, 
paralysis and infant death, among other serious health problems. 9  
 
Often doctors dismiss health deterioration after vaccination as “coincidental” and 
insist that more vaccinations be given in compliance with one-size-fits-all federal 
vaccine policies that have been incorporated into state vaccine laws. In many of 
these cases, vaccine reaction symptoms worsen and further damage is done. 10  
 
The unprecedented child chronic disease and disability epidemic plaguing 
children in the 21st century takes many forms and is illustrated by the fact that, in 
America:  
 

• 1 child in 6 is learning disabled or developmentally delayed; 11 
• 1 child in 9 is asthmatic; 12 
• 1 child in 10 has ADHD; 13 
• 1 child in 450 suffers with diabetes. 14 
 

Because children today are receiving three times as many vaccinations as 
children were given in the 1970’s, 15 16 many more parents today are legitimately 
questioning whether a growing number of children are not able to handle so 
many doses of vaccines without developing brain and immune system disorders.  
However, when educated parents look for evidence that vaccine policies are safe 
for their child, it becomes clear that the current state of vaccine safety science 
and vaccine safety regulation is inadequate to truly inform vaccine policymaking. 
17 18 19 In particular, there is too little knowledge about and attention paid to the 
biological, genetic and environmental differences among children and adults, 
which may increase or decrease risk factors for individual susceptibility to 
adverse responses to vaccination. 20 21 
 
During the past 30 years, I have served as a consumer representative on federal 
vaccine advisory committees and vaccine policy public engagement projects, 
including the National Vaccine Advisory Committee (1988-1991); Institute of 
Medicine Vaccine Safety Forum (1995-1998); 22 23 FDA Vaccines & Related 
Biological Products Advisory Committee (1999-2002); Vaccine Policy Analysis 
Collaborative (2002-2005) 24 25 and I participated in a 2008-2010 federal public 
engagement initiative that examined vaccine science research priorities 26 and 
potential improvements of the vaccine safety system infrastructure. 27 I 



encourage your Committee to take a look at the long, credible public consumer 
advocacy record established by the National Vaccine Information Center as we 
have tried to work with public health officials for decades to encourage the 
funding of methodologically sound vaccine safety research and the inclusion of 
better vaccine safety and informed consent protections in U.S. vaccine policies 
and laws.  
 
Investigating and addressing the flaws in vaccine regulation and policymaking is 
of urgent importance because there are more than 1,000 clinical trials involving 
experimental vaccines 28 being funded by both liability-free drug companies 29 
and federal health agencies, which are designed to bring hundreds of new 
vaccines to market. Many of these new vaccines will be recommended and 
mandated by federal and state health agencies for universal use by all children 
and adults and will significantly increase federally funded vaccine programs. 30 
 
Finally, Congress promised parents of vaccine injured children that the National 
Childhood Vaccine Injury Act of 1986 would (1) make the vaccine system safer 
and that (2) the vaccine injured would be provided with a fair, expedited 
administrative no-fault alternative to highly adversarial and expensive civil court 
lawsuits. Unfortunately, the vaccine safety informing, recording and reporting 
provisions of the law are not being consistently implemented by vaccine 
providers and the Vaccine Injury Compensation System (VICP) process has 
been turned into a very adversarial, poor imitation of a civil court trial with two out 
of three vaccine injured plaintiff’s turned away empty handed. 31 32 All the while, it 
is unclear what is being done with the several billions of dollars siting idle in the 
Vaccine Injury Trust Fund that parents pay into every time their children get 
vaccinated. 33 
 
NVIC represents families with both vaccine injured and healthy children, who are 
looking to Congress to find out why so many highly vaccinated children are so 
sick and what can be done to prevent more children from being affected, while 
finding ways to help those already affected. Thank you for holding the November 
29, 2012 hearing, which so many parents hope will be a new beginning to 
meaningful investigation into a long-standing public health crisis. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
Barbara Loe Fisher 
Co-Founder & President 
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